STATES AND THE PEOPLE

"If the Princes believe that the good of the people is also their
good, they will gratefully seek and accept the Congress assis-
tance. It is surely in their interests to cultivate friendly rela-
tions with an organisation which bids fair in die future, not
very distant, to replace the Paramount Power, let me hope,
by friendly arrangement. Will they not read the hand-writing
on the wall ?"

The alxnost simultaneous awakening in the various
States is a veiy significant event in the national struggle
for independence. It will be wrong to think that such
awakening can be due to the instigation of one
person or a body of persons or any organisation. It is
just possible that the Haripura resolution of the Congress
put rhe people of the States on their mettle and they rea-
lised, as never before, that their salvation depended upon
their own labours. But, above all, it is the tixnc spirit
that has brought about the awakening. It is to be hoped
that the Princes and their advisers will recognise it and
meet the legitimate aspirations of the people. There is
no half-way house between total extinction of t^e States,
and the Princes making their people responsible for the
admimstration of their States and themselves becoming
trustees for the people, taking an earned commission
for their labours.

^ 1 hope, therefore, the rumour is not true that the
British Government are likely, at the instance of some
Princes or their Dewans, to amiounce a change in the
policy, recently enunciated by Earl Winterton, about the
ability of the Princes to grant responsible government
to their people. If any of them have asked the British
Government to reverse the policy, they have undoubted-
ly done a disservice to themselves. And if the British
Government respond to the unworthy wish, they will
precipitate a first class crisis whose magmtude it is diffi-